Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People 

General Policy Statement 

1. The Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People (GMCDP) recognises that disabled people are oppressed and discriminated against by society. GMCDP recognises that there are valid links to be made with other groups of people who may face discrimination. GMCDP also      recognises that some disabled people face double discrimination, by virtue of being, for example, a black disabled person. 

2. The discrimination against disabled people occurs on both an individual and an institutional level, whilst the oppression often comes from the people and organisations who are there to "help" disabled people, including professionals, charity workers, self-appointed experts, service providers and structures. 

3. GMCDP is an organisation which is run and controlled by disabled people. 

4. GMCDP recognises the "Social Model" of disability, as opposed to the "Medical Model". 

5. The Medical Model states that disability is a physical condition of the individual, and the individual must deal, or cope, with it as best s/he can. 

6. The Social Model demonstrates that disability is something which is created by society, for example by inappropriate environmental design or social arrangements, and which can therefore be removed by society.  In this respect, disability can be seen as a particular form of Oppression. 

7. In recognising the Social Model of disability GMCDP does not set a definition of disability as a criterion for membership, but accepts self-definition from a person who considers him/herself to be disabled. 

8. GMCDP further recognises that disabled people have the right to control their own lives, and to have choices around that control. 

9. The fact that society does not generally take account of the needs of disabled people means that disabled people themselves must struggle to gain control of their lives, and to gain access to the information and resources to enable them to gain that control. 

10. For these reasons the Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People believes it is necessary for disabled people to form, organise and control their own groups. 

11. Similarly, GMCDP believes that it is necessary for these groups to employ only disabled people, as it is only disabled people who can fully appreciate the nature of the discrimination and oppression; therefore GMCDP will only employ disabled people.

