


UK Disability History Month 2015:
Portrayal of Disability in Media: Are we there yet? 

  This Comic Book has been produced as part of Manchester City Council’s 
programme to mark UKDHM 2015, in partnership with the Central Library, 
Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People, and coordinated by MCC 
Disabled Employee Group. 

  This is the 2nd year of Manchester City Council’s participation in 
UKDHM, and our aim for this year’s programme was to involve young 
disabled people in a project that would support them to explore the history 
of disabled people. Our focus was on the stories of Manchester’s community 
of disability campaigners, activists, thinkers, artists, politicians and 
organisations, who have influenced and shaped developments and 
understanding about disabled people’s lives and inclusion at local and 
national level. We partnered with GMCDP who as part of their remit 
coordinate projects specifically targeted for young disabled people. 

  We met with their young group in summer 2015 to explore ideas, and 
consider best way to approach the project aims. The young people came up 
with the idea of designing and producing a comic book, with members of 
their group as the key characters. Using time travel, they could observe key 
events and visit people who had contributed to the understanding and 
portrayal of disability today. We appointed a local artist Jim Medway, 
experienced in working with young people’s groups and comic books. Jim 
held four workshops with the group in October and November at 
Manchester Art Gallery, teaching them how to draw characters, speech 
bubbles, and supporting them in converting their ideas into a comic book 
format. 

  The group also met frequently at GMCDP offices to undertake research, 
and decide what to put into the comic. They were supported and mentored 
throughout the project by Louise Hollingworth, Brett Savage and other 
members from GMCDP. We hope this project will help inspire the next 
generation of disabled people to continue the work of their forbears in 
campaigning for disability equality and inclusion. 

Lorna Young, Chair of Manchester City Council’s Disabled Staff Group 





























A view of the project by young disabled members from GMCDP: 

“We’ve learnt all about disability history, stories we didn’t know before. 
I liked research on where disability has come from, how it used to be 
viewed 100 years ago” 

“The workshops made us debate, reflect and consider things from 
different perspectives” 

“I didn’t realise how much eugenics influenced politicians and 
government in 1940’s,- seeing it again with the Assisted Suicide Bill” 

“Amazing how the comic book has all come together and seeing it take 
shape” 

“I loved the idea of a time travel theme and being a character in the 
book, I have really enjoyed this project.” 

“The team spirit has been great, and good how the comic book story has 
reflected our own personalities and ideas ... I’ve learnt so much” 

“I find history fascinating, so I’ve really enjoyed the research, especially 
the Victorian era and it’s use of language to describe disability. So 
different from today which is good.” 

Created by the Young Disabled People: Taking Action Project: 
Daniel Lawless, Qaasim Ali Safdar, Hannah Day, Louise Hollinworth, 
Audrey Stanton, Josh Coy, Mathias Warrington, Sarah Lord, Brett 
Savage, Linda Marsh, Maggie Griffiths, Rebecca Legowski, Louise 
Crowley, Caron Blake all working with  Jim Medway.
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